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Report on the Special Lecture of the Department of History held on 28/11/2025 

 

Dr. Shekhar Bhowmick, Associate Professor of History of Vidyasagar college ,Kolkata 

delivered a lecture exploring the historical and historiographical value of the record books 

maintained by pandas (hereditary priests/temple attendants) at various religious sites in India 

like Puri, Benaras, Gaya, Kamakshya etc. He argued these local, often overlooked registers 

constitute a fresh and rich source for reconstructing social, religious and cultural dimensions 

of Indian history. Dr. Bhowmick began by defining panda record books: locally kept 

registers that document donations, pilgrim names and origins, ritual observances, family 

commemorations, land and temple transactions, caste- and community-related notices, and 

periodic events connected with the shrine. He emphasized the following points: 

1. These records preserve names, places, dates, and social links not available in official 

archives. 

2. The entries reveal patterns of pilgrimage, changing ritual practices, patronage networks, 

caste interactions, and the role of temples/shrines in social welfare and dispute resolution. 

3. Unlike state documents that record formal politics and macroeconomic data, panda books 

document everyday religio-social life — grassroots historiography. 

Dr. Bhowmick illustrated his argument with case studies from several pilgrimage centres 

showing how minute entries illuminate shifting patterns of pilgrimage, regional mobility, and 

the intertwined nature of religion and economy. 

Dr. Bhowmick mesmerised the audience with his lucid but informative speech which 

expanded the horizon of knowledge of the students and staff equally. The session ended with 

a lively question answer session.   
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DumDum Motijheel Rabindra Mahavidyalay 

Dr Arijit Saha 

208/B/2,Dum Dumn Road,Kolkata-700074 

A Special Lecture is going to organise by the Department of History & the IQAC of DumDum 

Motijheel Rabindra Mahavidyalay on 28 December, 2025 atl 2.30pm in the College Seminar 
Hall. The Lecture entitled 'Pandar Khata:Samaj-Itihaser Abohelito Upadan 'will be deliverd 
by Dr.Shekhar Bhowmick,Associate Professor of History, Vidyasagar College,Kolkata. All the 
Staff and Students are requested to attend the programme. 
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